
 
 
 

 
 

Building Code E3/AS1 Internal Moisture  
2nd edition Amendment 7   

Alternative Solution Compliance Statement  
 

 
 
Acceptable solutions for watersplash areas including kitchens, laundries, bathrooms and 
toilet areas where a building consent for new or refurbished work is required. 
The accepted solutions for flooring finishes in these areas are slab-on-grade concrete that is 
steel trowel finished, ceramic, stone or an integrally waterproof sheet material (e.g. vinyl) 
with welded seams and edges sealed or coved. The finish must be impervious and easily 
cleaned. The area extends to the doorway and all walls of the room, or at least 1.5 metres 
from all sanitary fixtures or appliances in open plan rooms. 
 
Timber, laminates and vinyl planks may still be used, however, these flooring finish types will 
now need to be specified and approved as an Alternative solution. 
 
Alternative Solutions Compliance Statement for E3 
This document provides guidance in regards to the comment under section 3.1.1 Floors (under 
section 3.0 Watersplash) that states “other floor finishes may also be capable of satisfying the 
performance for impervious and easily cleaned, if installed in a manner that prevents gaps or 
cracks within the finish and at any parts of its perimeter that are exposed to water splash, 
and/or if the surface is sealed with a suitable durable coating”. 
 
When Karndean products are installed to manufacturers installation guides, and where 
applicable with RLA subfloor preparation and adhesives the product and systems meet the 
requirements of the E3 building code under the following typical pathways of being an 
acceptable solution: -  
 

• In-Service History  
• Expert opinion or producer statement  
• Previously accepted Alternative Solution  

 
IMPERVIOUS SURFACE 
All Karndean products are manufactured with Karndean K-Guard + Surface Protection. Our K-
Guard + Surface Protection system uses polyurethane technology to provide a hygienic, durable 
and impervious waterproof surface – all of Karndean products are water and moisture resistant 
and for Karndean Hybrid ranges the joint systems used provide resistance to water penetration 
where water splash may occur. Neither Karndean LVT or Hybrid range boards including the 5G 
click system are adversely impacted by moisture during normal use or as part of the cleaning 
process. 
 
Polyurethane surfaces have long been the standard for ease of cleaning and maintenance in 
hard flooring and our maintenance and cleaning instructions are readily available. 
 
PERIMETERS EXPOSED TO WATERSPLASH 
For Karndean LVT (Glue Down Knight Tile, Opus, Van Gogh, Art Select, LooseLay Originals & 
LooseLay Longboard) & Hybrid (Korlok / Van Gogh Rigid Core & Knight Tile Rigid Core) products 
the perimeters of the room should be installed with a bead of silicone at the floor to wall 
junction to all perimeters extending to the doorway, or at least 1.5 meters from any sanitary 
fixtures of wet rooms / watersplash areas of open plan rooms to prevent gaps and cracks in the 
perimeter of the finish, this to prevent water ingress and allow for easy ongoing maintenance. 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
For Hybrid ranges to achieve the maximum allowed floor area the main floor should be 
segregated from the wet room or splash zone area by use of control joints at doorways, 
thresholds and or architectural breaks as required. Outside of areas specified as watersplash 
standard installation guidelines must be applied as per Karndean Installation guides.  
 
SERVICE HISTORY 
Karndean products have been manufactured by Karndean, distributed and installed by our 
retail partners in New Zealand for over 25 years, with a main focus to the domestic market. 
When Karndean products are installed to Karndean installation guides and where applicable to 
system specifications as required for wet areas, Karndean products have a proven track record 
to performance and service history to the New Zealand market. 
 
Attached to this alternative solution statement Karndean provide the following information: - 

1. Previous accepted Producer statement to E3/AS1 
2. RLA Polymers LVT – Wetroom installation system – Kitchen, Laundries & Toilets 
3. RLA Polymers LVT – Wetroom installation system – Bathroom and Ensuites 
4. Karndean installation guides  

a. LVT 
b. Looselay 
c. Korlok 

5. Karndean cleaning & maintenance guides 
6. Karndean warranty declaration 

 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
Where the attached or above information is not followed as directed and or documented it will 
be the responsibility of the retailer, contractor and or installer to confirm any proposed 
changes to the prescribed systems are thoroughly investigated to ensure conformance to 
E3/AS1.  
 
Consultation with Karndean should be sought prior to acceptance of any proposed changes 
outside of this statement.  
 
 
Please contact your local Karndean representative or Karndean Technical Services team for 
further information, discussion or clarification of this statement and or supporting 
documentation.  
 
 
 
 
……………………………………………………………… 
 
Dale McGonagle      
Technical Services Manager                            
Karndean Designflooring                                                 
835 Stud Road, Knoxfield, VIC 3180 
Phone: 0800 442 101 
Email: technical@karndean.com.au  
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PRODUCER STATEMENT 
 

Karndean Vinyl Tile and Vinyl Wood planks tested to AS/NZ 4858 wet area membranes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NB: Liquid applied waterproofing membranes approved to requirements of AS/NZ 4858 
comply with the requirements of AS3740.   
 
Documentation enclosed with this Producer Statement. 

 
1. AWTA Product Testing (NATA endorsed) Flemington, Victoria, Australia Commentary Letter 

dated 29th April 2008 on the results of testing Karndean Vinyl Flooring to AS/NZS 4858 Wet 
Area Membranes. 
 

2. AWTA Test Report 7-555815-NV Appendix A – Assessment of Durability of Waterproofing 
Membranes pages 1 & 2 – Karndean Vinyl Flooring. 
 

3. AWTA Test Report 7-558550-NV Appendix B – Assessment of resistance of waterproofing 
membranes to cyclic movement – Karndean Vinyl Flooring. 
 

4. AWTA Test Report 7-557095-NV Appendix C – Assessment of the suitability of waterproofing 
membranes when used over particleboard – Karndean Vinyl Flooring. 
 

5. RLA Polymer Engineering – Product Data – PE8000 / PE8001 2-part Waterproof Multipurpose 
Adhesive. 

 
 

 
 
 
Karndean Designflooring Australia 
835 Stud Road, Knoxfield, VIC 3180 
Freecall: 1800 331 170 
E: customerservice@karndean.com.au 
www.karndean.com 
 
Karndean Designflooring New Zealand 
PO Box 58264, Botany, Auckland 
Freecall: 0800 442 101 
E: customerservice@karndean.co.nz 
www.karndean.com 

 
Karndean Luxury Vinyl Tiles and Vinyl Woodplanks (LVT) when installed as a system using RLA 
Polymer PE8000 (in AU) or RLA Polymer PE8001 (in NZ) polyurethane waterproof multi-purpose 
adhesive, will satisfy the performance for impervious and easily cleaned surfaces exposed to 
water-splash in wet areas of residential homes and accommodation buildings (hotels, motels 
etc) in accordance with… 
 

1. Building Code of Australia, Class 1 and Class 10 buildings:  
Clause 3.8.1.2 and… 

2. New Zealand Building Code, Internal Moisture, section E3: clauses 3.3.3, 3.3.5 and 
3.3.6 

 
…without the need for an impervious surface underlayment 
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